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PROCEEDINGS

Day 1, Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Opening of AFA GA 
Facilitators: Esther Penunia and Slamet NurhadiNur Hady
The GA opened with a traditional Balinese dance presentation.

Welcome Remarks

Muhammad Mudzakir, Chairperson, API:
Welcome all guests and partners of API. On 
behalf of API, I welcome you all. We hope that 
our discussion will result in some consensus 
that will help our farmers. Smallholders usually 
own less than 1 hectare of land and their daily 

income is less than 1 dollar a day. Hopefully, we can improve the living, 
education and health of farmers. Hidup petani!

Sophal Uon, Chairperson, AFA:
Thank you to API for organizing the event. 
Also, we wold like to thank AFA for organizing 
this event, for bringing all members together 
for sharing and learning from each other. We 
have seen that so far AFA has been doing 
the right way to promote small farmers who 

are doing organic farming and also feeding all of us. In this event, we are 
reflecting	what	we	have	done	so	far,	what	have	been	our	successes	so	far,	
and	then	we	can	share	these	reflections	in	this	event,	and	then	we	can	also	
look forward to the future, what we can do to be more successful. However, 
the success of AFA cannot be separated from our selves. As a member we 
are part of making the success. Before I conclude my speech, we have a 
new	style	of	clap	that	is	FNN	style.	The	first	clap	represents	health.	The	
second clap represents knowledge. The third represents friendship and 
solidarity. And fourth represents money. So please we invite all of you to 
have four claps.
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Presentation of Objectives and Flow

 Esther Penunia, Secretary General, AFA 
(See Annex: Objectives and Flow):
If you look at our banner,  done by our 
Indonesian host API, our theme for this year’s 
general assembly is “seizing the momentum to 
get concrete gains for small scale farmers this 

2014 international year of family farming.” So we have here in our banner 
the logo of the international year of family farming, and I hope our partners 
from WRF and AsiaDHRRA will be very happy. Because they have been with 
us since 2008 in advocating for this year. 

And it is very timely that we are celebrating our GA this year. And there is 
political momentum right now at the international level to really look into 
the situation of small scale farmers in the world and come up with concrete 
policy recommendations so that small scale farmers’ conditions will be 
uplifted and improved.

At the global level, we are pushing for food security, nutrition security, and 
health. But also at the local level, in our communities and in our farms, 
we all want our members to be free from hunger, to be free from poverty, 
to be healthy, to be happy, to be empowered. So we would like to seize 
the political momentum of this year to get concrete policies and programs 
from our government. But not only from our government, but also from the 
organizations that our farmers are part of. 

So how do we seize the momentum? We all know that us, our farmers 
organizations, we have been advocating and working for the betterment of 
farmers, not only this year, but since we were established. Some of us were 
established in the 1940’s like VNFU. Some of us are very new, but we have 
been working for the betterment of our small farmers. 

But for this GA, we would like to share our experiences on the various 
priority issues. In our strategic plan, we have priority issues, and in 2013, 
in our Execom meeting, we decided on our priority issues for IYFF. 

So for this time, for this GA, we have 5 major objectives. First is we share 
our initiatives and involvements in regionally coordinated and nationally 

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6aopening/AFA GA 2014.ppt
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coordinated activities on AFA for the past 2 years, in between the 2 GAs. 
To	our	partners,	if	you	find	the	room	noisy,	we	are	happy	because	that	
means that our translators are doing their job. Second objective is to share 
innovations, especially product innovations of our members. Third, draw 
conclusions and recommendations for further policy advocacy work at 
regional and advocacy levels. Fourth, review the past 2 years’ work of AFA. 
And lastly, decide on leadership, membership and major directions, thrusts, 
strategies and work of AFA for 2014-2016, as we end our strategic plan in 
2015. 

We	are	here	for	4	days	for	the	general	assembly.	The	first	3	days,	as	our	
Chairperson said, will be devoted to sharing and learning from the sharing, 
and also directing AFA’s work out of the learning from the sharing.  So, 
today, we will have a learning, sharing and directing session on attracting 
the youth in agriculture. So many of our members here have in their 
delegation their representatives of young farmers. Tomorrow, May 7, we 
will	have	a	one	day	field	visit	to	one	of	the	members	of	API	near	here.	So	
we can learn and share about our organizations’ local work and service 
to our members. And on May 8, we will share our experiences on various 
issues which are our priorities not only for the International Year of Family 
Farming, but also priorities in our strategic plan -- our initiatives on land 
rights, on sustainable production, on farmer led or farmer managed 
marketing, and also on farmer led governance of agriculture development 
programs. On May 9, we will have our business meeting proper, where 
we	hope	to	confirm,	approve	and	decide	on	leadership,	membership,	
directions, thrusts, strategies and work of AFA for the next 2 years. And we 
will capture the action points that we have discussed and agreed upon from 
May 6 to 8, and bring that to the proper formal meeting of the General 
Assembly on May 9. And then, in the afternoon of May 9, we will have a 
dialogue with our partners, where we would like to share our past work and 
our future work, and then get their support. And we will end with, on the 
night of May 9, with a solidarity night, as usual, in all our AFA events.

So, after 4 days of meeting, we hope to bring home a kit, a bag. I hope 
you have received your bags, made by our local host API. And in that 
bag are documents. But also from our discussions we bring in our minds 
the directions and the strategies that we have approved, new ideas and 
knowledge which we can apply at our communities, with our members. And 
of course, friendships - new friends, old friends.
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And, as usual, every AFA event, we do participatory management of the 
event. So we have host teams. So for each half day session of the event, 
we ask one or two members to keep time, to make us always alert by 
giving energizers, ice breaker, action song, or dance, to keep order in the 
meeting	-	like,	the	room’s		clean,	all	your	flags	are	there.	For	each	day	we	
will have 2 sets of host teams. So we would like you to volunteer. During 
the coffee break, secretariat will ask you what session would you like to 
volunteer as host team. 

So with these, we hope that we will have fruitful, dynamic, and energetic 
general assembly with 16 farmers organizations around the table. So, this 
is okay? The program is okay? Okay. So can we do “isang bagsak”. “Isang 
bagsak” for the program of AFA GA for the next 4 days

Okay. Thank you very much.

Opening Prayer 
Esther asked members to lead the prayer to ask for blessings and for 
guidance in achieving the objectives of the GA. Maria Loretha of API, 
Alauddin of KKM, and Niran of SORKORPOR led Christian, Muslim, and 
Buddhist prayers respectively.

Opening Inspirational Message 

Mr. Vili Fuavao, Deputy Regional 
Representative, FAORAP, in behalf of Mr. 
Hiroyuki Konuma, Regional 
Representative, FAORAP (See Annex: 
Opening Message from FAORAP):
Thank you, Esther. I hope with your permission 
I am allowed to make my statement sitting 

down. Due to a leg injury I cannot stand up very long. And I have prepared 
a statement. So it is probably better that I remain seated. So I hope with 
your permission and kindness you allow me to do that.

Chairperson of AFA. Chairperson of API. Distinguished participants. 
Colleagues. Friends. Ladies and Gentlemen. I bring warm greetings from 
the	Regional	Office	of	the	Food	and	Agriculture	Office	of	the	United	Nations	
headquarters in Bangkok.

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6aopening/6-5 Opening AFA-Bali Indonesia.pdf
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6aopening/6-5 Opening AFA-Bali Indonesia.pdf
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It is a great honour to be invited to address the sixth General Assembly 
of the Asian Farmers’ Association for Sustainable Rural Development, 
especially under the theme “Seizing the Momentum to Get Concrete Gains 
for Small-Scale Farmers during this International Year of Family Farming.”

I’m indeed very grateful to the organizer, especially to Esther, for inviting 
FAO, and in particular, Mr. Konuma, who is the Assistant Director-General 
and	FAO	Regional	Representative	for	Asia	and	the	Pacific,	to	contribute	to	
your General Assembly. 

Throughout	the	world,	and	particularly	in	Asia	and	the	Pacific,	farming	by	
families is the predominant form of agriculture. “Family farming” meaning 
that their rural activities are managed and operated by a family and rely 
predominantly on family labour. 

When we were invited to speak in this, we were more or less asked to 
share our views on areas where AFA could work as partner of FAO, as well 
as identify some challenges that AFA may wish to take up. 

Throughout the world, there are over 500 million family farms – with the 
majority of them in our region! 

These men and women farmers of all ages range from smallholders 
and medium scale farmers, to peasants, indigenous peoples, traditional 
communities,	fisherfolk,	pastoralists	and	many	other	groups	in	any	part	of	
the world. 

On	my	home	island	in	the	Pacific,	farming	is	mostly	done	by	families	and	
underlies our traditional culture and identities beginning with the food we 
eat	each	and	every	day.	This	is	true	in	most	of	Asia	and	the	Pacific.	

I am sure I don’t have to tell you how important family farmers are as part 
of the solution for a world free from poverty and hunger – and even more 
importantly, how farmer organizations are to give critical mass and voice to 
family farmers. The Food and Agriculture Organization, as an association of 
member nations, is proud to work with farmer associations that have the 
same objectives – to ensure nutritious and safe food for all and prosperity 
for farming communities. It is clear to FAO that AFA and producer 
organizations in the region are critical to voicing the opinions and needs of 
men	and	women	farmers	and	fisherfolk	and	that	your	issues	are	heard	
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in international and regional forums – especially when these forums are 
discussing critical future directions of global programmes and investments. 
FAO sits (be)side AFA in some forums where we are able to provide a 
combined	voice	such	as	in	the	Asia	Pacific	Association	of	Agriculture	
Research Institutions.

FAO is working with its member countries to ensure family farmers, 
especially smallholders, have sustainable and affordable access to natural 
resources backed up by policies and technologies that will help improve 
productivity and incomes. All kinds of evidence shows that deprived family 
farmers can quickly deploy their productivity potential when the appropriate 
policy environment is effectively put in place. In this region, it is surely 
essential that FAO and AFA collaborate to promote these policies and turn 
policies	into	tangible	and	real	benefits.	

FAO studies also show the importance of facilitating access to land, 
water and other natural resources– especially for women – is critical to 
productivity.	Specific	public	policies	for	family	farmers	such	as	access	to	
credit, technical assistance, insurance, market access, public purchases and 
appropriate technologies are key components for increasing agricultural 
productivity, eradicating poverty and achieving world food security. 

Although I cannot presume to know the inner workings of AFA and the 
members, I would like to suggest a few areas where FAO would appreciate 
AFA’s greater role. As I mentioned above, AFA’s voice is important 
in regional forums and discussion. Position papers, endorsed by the 
membership, would give a stronger voice through publishing and member 
endorsement. FAO is also a membership organization so I am advising 
from the point of view of how FAO works – through published papers of 
the Conferences and membership deliberation. Another area where AFA’s 
role is critical, is in building farmer organizations. This is one area where 
FAO and AFA should be working together – especially for good sustainable 
management practices and increasing capacity to represent your points 
of views. Indeed, FAO and AFA are discussing ways in which FAO can 
facilitate greater involvement in regional organizations – again to ensure 
your participation. Lastly, I feel that on the FAO side, we are doing better 
to have inputs from CSOs generally but there is still a long ways to go at 
the country level where there is still a need for FAO – with our government 
counter-parts – to ensure appropriate forums are available for debate 
and collaboration. AFA and its members can hopefully provide models for 
discussion with FAO in the future.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, we all face a huge number of diverse issues in the 
crop,	livestock,	forestry	and	fishing	sectors.	The	impact	of	climate	change,	
aging	farming	and	fishing	populations,	few	youth	coming	into	agriculture,	
globalization of markets and high input prices are just some examples. AFA 
and its members are well placed to address some issues better such as 
leading discussions on aging farm populations and how to help youth stay 
in	agriculture.	How	can	we	make	agriculture	and	fisheries	an	occupation	
that	parents	will	say	“I	am	proud	to	be	a	farmer	or	fisher!”	so	that	youth	
will be more encouraged. How can farmer organizations help improve rural 
life – culturally, educationally and other way – so that some young persons 
will feel rural living is better than urban living? These are great challenges 
that your Association may want to take up with great urgency.

I would like to encourage the members of AFA to Seize this Year of 
Family Farmers with your already huge determination to work with family 
famers throughout the region through a myriad of activities ranging from 
conserving and documenting successful traditional processes and products 
to innovation and adaptation of new methods and technologies which can 
boost the productivity of each family.

Our region is blessed with rapid development and modernization. We must 
embrace both our traditions and new opportunities – community marketing 
of high value traditional local products through Facebook is one example of 
how we can work in new ways to promote diversity and culture!

And while the world is rapidly changing, we all must try to keep up. We 
must all promote lifelong learning in our communities and families. We 
must	find	innovative	ways	to	deal	with	climate	change,	with	globalized	
markets and the need to diversify income sources in order to be able 
to face the huge pressures we all are facing. FAO stands with other 
development partners to assist its member countries to triumph over these 
immense challenges! 

The International Year of Family Farming gives us a clear opportunity to 
further highlight the strategic role of family farmers in agricultural and rural 
development and strengthen their capacities. 

I would like to congratulate the Asian Farmers Association for bringing us 
all together to Seize the Momentum. We are all part of a movement that 
crosses all continents in a global struggle to have prosperous families 
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everywhere. FAO is proud to continue building our relationship and 
networking with AFA member organizations, especially at national levels. 
We will continue exploring areas of collaboration and mutual support. 

I wish all of you great success in attaining our common objectives during 
this International Year of Family Farming!

Once again, I wish to express our appreciation to the organizer for giving 
us a chance to speak today and wish AFA’s 6th General Assembly great 
success. Thank you!

Introduction of Participants 

Loji led the introduction of participants by 
country. The participants stood up one country 
at a time and each one introduced themselves 
by stating their names, positions, and 
organizations. The partners were also asked to 
introduce themselves. (See Annex: Participants 
Registration)

From Cambodia: Kheang Meladey, youth 
representative from FNN; Seu Rany, 
chairperson of FNN; Uon Sophal, former 
chairperson and now adviser to FNN; Sopheap, 
Executive Director of FNN and translator; Yim 
Boy,chairperson of Farmer and Water Net.

From Japan: Yasuko, youth representative 
and member of AINOUKAI; Hiro Iio, member of 
AINOUKAI, Board member and businessman 
farmer; Shimpei Murakami, Vice Chairperson of 
AINOUKAI.

From Thailand: Niran, Chairperson of 
SORKORPOR; Kanisorn, volunteer manager of 
SORKORPOR.

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/ParticipantsRegistration/
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/ParticipantsRegistration/
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From Vietnam: Nguyen Duy Luong, First Vice 
Chairperson of VNFU; Ha, ICD staff of VNFU; 
Bich, Vice Chairperson of Hanoi City Farmer 
Union.

From Nepal: Biju Khand, youth woman 
farmer, member of National Land Rights 
Forum; Som Prasad Bhandari, Chairperson of 
NLRF; Jagat Deuja, staff of NLRF; Rabin Rai, 
Secretary General of Central Tea Cooperative 
Federation of Nepal.

From Bangladesh: Alauddin Sikder, General 
Secretary of KKM; Amit Ranjan Dey, translator 
from ActionAid Bangladesh.

From Kyrgyzstan: Erkinbek, Chairperson of 
UWUA; Alexander, advisor of UWUA; Kumushai, 
member of UWUA.

From Mongolia: Ganbar, Board member of 
NAMAC; Indra, staff of NAMAC.

From Myanmar: U Than Swe, president of 
AFFM; Michael, staff of AFFM.
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From Philippines: Nikka, IYFF coordinator of 
PAKISAMA and youth representative; Jane 
Zamar, Manager of Business Development 
Services; Ireneo Cerilla, President of 
PAKISAMA.

From Taiwan: Victoria, translator; Daniel 
Huang, representative of Taiwan Dairy Farmers 
Association; Mr. Tsai, former chairperson of AFA 
and representative member of Taiwan Wax 
Apple Development Association; Fang Shui 
Sheng, young farmer representative and leader 
of Loofah production and marketing group.

From Korea: Mr. Kim, President of KAFF; Mr. 
Hyun Chul, representative of WAFF; Mr. Min 
Kee, translator.

From Indonesia: Rifai, head of production 
management and enterprise; Susatyo, member 
of API; Maria Loretha, leader of peasant 
alliance from East Nusa Tanggara, focused on 
local food, sorghum, milet, etc; Amalia 
Pulunga,	policy	officer.

From the partners: Nellie from Agriterra; 
Myrjam from TRIAS Uganda; Luc Groot from 
LTO Netherlands; Marek Poznanski from CSA; 
Thomas Price from GFAR; Dewi Kartika from 
KPA; Erpan Faryadi from ILC Asia; Auxtin Ortiz 
and Jose Osaba from WRF; Marlene Ramirez 
from AsiaDHRRA.
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Opening of Farmers’ Innovation Display

The participants were asked to go out of the room to see the different 
innovative products from AFA member FOs that are on display. Each 
organization gave a short explanation of their products. (Please note that 
some presentations were not properly recorded due to the sound system 
and overlapping explanations that were recorded on audio.)

Amalia Pulungan for API, Indonesia:
One product from API is organic rice by Mr. 
Susatyo, a member of API in Central Java 
belonging to the local institution APOLLI. He 
successfully exports rice with support from 
VECO Indonesia. There is red rice and other 
varieties which are all very aromatic.

There are also non-rice products. Not all areas in Indonesia produce rice. 
There are also local varieties of crops coming from the dry land area like 
local sorghum which is very good for the climate issue. It is very nutritious. 
Millet and local sorghum are very nutritious. Maria Loretha is focused on 
the dry land area. The local crop varieties are coming from the women 
members of API. You can see that it’s really local products. Because they 
have not really put there international standard. And they usually sell to 
local market at quite a reasonable price. 
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There	is	also	flour	from	cassava.	Tapioka	as	well	as	local	corn.	

So right now API is also promoting many local food because we have 
diverse local food and many varieties.

Victoria Yang  for TDFA and TWADA, 
Taiwan (See Video):
Mr. Huang has a small land, so he increases his 
income through processing. When production 
is high, his income is high.One product is Nuga 
candy which is very sweet. Mr. Huang also 
has an idea to turn it to tourism. You bring his 

souvenir products home and share the joy. 

Another product is loofah, which comes from vegetable. Mr. Huang, a young 
farmer representative., grows loofah,  and the products here are made 
from dried loofah. When farmers produce only loofah they cannot earn a 
lot. When you transform them to other products, the value increases. This 
souvenir item of a rice barn in Taiwan is made from loofah. Rice barn in 
Taiwan represents prosperity, blessing, well being and fortune --  when 
you touch it, you always make more than enough in your life. It is a good 
souvenier for everyone.

Another product from loofah is soap. It is very natural and very 
environmentally friendly. It is chemical free so you don’t have to worry 
about pollution and that kind of problem. It is also produced by Mr. Huang 
who is a very smart farmer. 

There is also loofah lotion to make ladies skin soft and beautiful. It is made 
from natural plants. It is very natural and environmentally friendly. You do 
not have to worry about chemicals.

Still another product is loofah face mask which is also made from natural 
plants. Ladies can use it. Loofah grows in greenhouses. He does not have a 
large farm area, so he transforms his produce into agriculture products to 
add value.

Another product is organic Chinese tea leaves. They have bar codes for 
identification.	You	can	scan	them	with	your	cell	phone	and	you	can	trace	

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iYEqcswyJM&list=PLkxLYRFF4flm8-d1jT849RqCqev7Yrxz7&index=3
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how	the	tea	is	produced	and	where	it	was	produced.	People	are	confident	
that it is safe.

All of these are produced by farmers. They work with research institutions 
in Taiwan. So researchers and farmers work together to develop products. 

They	are	promoting	a	logo	because	consumers	become	confident	to	buy	
your products when you have a logo. You can buy many tea in Taiwan, but 
you don’t know how much chemicals are inside. But if you have this logo, 
you are sure it is very healthy because there are no chemical residues.

Hiromitsu Iio for Ainokai, Japan 
(See Video):
I am a young farmer from Japan. I am a Board 
member of the Japanese organic farmers 
association called AINOUKAI. 

I have several innovative products from the 
things I grow on my farm. One is organic mosquito repellent made from 
a	certain	type	of	flower.	It	comes	as	a	coil	that	you	burn	or	liquid	solution	
that you spray. 

Another is organic candy from a certain kind of strong mint that he also 
grows. 

Still another product is soy sauce and miso made from beans through a 
traditional process that takes about two years. I promote traditional food 
like these through workshops, since many people have already forgotten 
how to make them. 

Lastly, I also produce dried vegetables without using any machines but by 
simply drying them under the sun. I have to be careful that they do not get 
wet so that they retain their sweetness and light color.

Nguyen Thi Viet Ha for VNFU, Vietnam 
(See Video):
Vietnam has a lot of products which are 
exported to more than 100 countries.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3831WLkFPk&list=PLkxLYRFF4flm8-d1jT849RqCqev7Yrxz7&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rY8kfSc3fHI&list=PLkxLYRFF4flm8-d1jT849RqCqev7Yrxz7&index=2
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There is coffee made in the Central Highlands. It is very delicious and has 
very high quality. It uses the trademark Trung Nguyen. 

There is tea is made by a farmers’ group with high capacity for packaging 
and marketing. It is from Thai Nguyen province in the north of Vietnam. 

There is another kind of tea that is packed simpler and is priced lower. But 
it is also of high quality and also comes from Thai Nguyen. 

Another product is green bean cake from Hai Duong province. It is a 
traditional food that meets high quality standards. It is made of green 
beans, sugar, and a little bit of oil. 

There is also a sweet made of coconut and jackfruit that come from the 
south. 

There are also many kinds of traditional seeds like cabbage, green beans, 
black beans and peanuts.

VNFU also produces a lot of newspapers and magazines for farmers that 
are printed monthly. 

There are other innovations like improving fruit production, transplanting 
machines for rice, and using rice straw for mushroom cultivation.

Indra for NAMAC, Mongolia (See Video):
Mongolia has many products usually made by 
herders in their homes.

Sea backthorn oil is very useful for health. 
Many farmers grow sea backthorn in their 
own land. And when they harvest the 

sea backthorn, they give all their produce to the cooperative. Some 
cooperatives have small plants for processing seabackthorn and make 
different kinds of products like sea backthorn juice and oil. Sea backthorn 
can also be used for beauty products like lotion.

Aaruul is dried curd. Every family in Mongolia produces it in their home and 
it’s made from milk and sugar. It’s a very useful method of keeping the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WvTEyASxho&list=PLkxLYRFF4flm8-d1jT849RqCqev7Yrxz7&index=4


Proceedings: 6th AFA gA regional consultations: 
seizing the Momentum to get concrete gains for small scale Farmers this iYFF

May 2014

event documentation Page 19 of 67

milk available the whole year, even in winter. In summer and autumn, other 
kinds of dairy products are also produced, which can be eaten the whole 
year.

Organic	honey,	whose	benefits	are	well-kown,	is	produced	mostly	by	
women cooperatives.

The women’s cooperatives also produce all kinds of hand-made products 
from sheep wool such as scarves.

There are also small woolen products like key chains also made by women 
cooperatives.

Jagat Deuga for NLRF, Nepal (See Video):
Though NLRF’s members are focused on 
land rights issues, many of its members are 
innovating products like beans and seeds. 

Organic beans are used as vegetables and 
lentils. When dried and added with some sugar, 

they become favorite snacks for people travelling in buses. 

There	is	also	pink	organic	lentils	grown	in	the	field	as	rotating	crop	with	
rice. It is a remedy for some ailments. 

There is also hot plant, which gives something like electric current when 
you touch them. Poor people collect it from the forest and make soup out of 
it. It is known for its nutritional and medicinal value. 

There is also wild black pepper which is very tasty when mixed with 
vegetables even in just small amount. 

There is also candy from sugarcane.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuEc2SsL9d0&list=PLkxLYRFF4flm8-d1jT849RqCqev7Yrxz7&index=5
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Theme 1: AFA Initiatives on IYFF Priority Agenda - 
Attracting the Youth to Agriculture 

Introduction
YASUKO started the session by announcing that it is about Attracting the 
Young to Agriculture. She requested all young farmer delegates to come in 
front. Then she declared that the International Year of Family Farming has 
finally arrived and that AFA is having an important session which shows its 
commitment to the new generation of farmers.

LANY asked participants to give all the young farmer delegates a drum roll. 
She thanked Yasuko and Hiro for introducing the session. She said that it 
is AFA’s first session on young farmers and is very important. She recalled 
that in May 2013, AFA member from Japan proposed to Execom to include 
in AFA IYFF agenda one on attracting young farmer to agriculture.

Workshop A: Issues, Concerns, Recommendation from FACT on 
Youth Processes

Participants were asked to break out into two groups:



Proceedings: 6th AFA gA regional consultations: 
seizing the Momentum to get concrete gains for small scale Farmers this iYFF

May 2014

event documentation Page 21 of 67

The first group was composed of countries from Southeast Asia (Indonesia, 
Philippines, Vietnam, Thailand and Cambodia). They stayed in the plenary 
room and their facilitator was Lany.

The second group was composed of countries from South, Northeast and 
Central Asia (Bangladesh, Nepal, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Mongolia and 
Kyrgztan). They moved to Room B and their facilitator was Esther.

AFA members were asked to give their presentations focusing on three 
points:

• Issues and concern of young farmers that came out of the 
consultations

• Existing initiatives being done by organizations, governments, 
and farmers

• Recommendations from members (young members) to solve the 
issues and concerns? (3 priority recommendations)

Presentations from Workshop Group 1: Southeast Asia

Sopheap Pan for FNN, Cambodia (See 
Annex: Youth Presentation from FNN): 
After we got support about FACT from 
Agriterra, we conducted consultation with 
members, participatory research, SMART 
proposal, and lobby mapping. So far we 
have done consultation in 3 provinces in 

Cambodia, including 13 districts. we involved nearly 200 young farmers 
and some NGOs working on those issues. We also conducted youth national 
workshop and invited young representatives that led the FGDs as well as  
representatives from local organizations and the government.

The	issues	and	challenges	we	identified	were:	

•	 Lack of experiences, skills, and agriculture technique
•	 Small land holding or landless issue (lack of access to land title)
•	 Lack of irrigation system and water storage system
•	 Affected by climate change

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/01a FNN Youth Presentation (Cambodia).pptx
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/01a FNN Youth Presentation (Cambodia).pptx
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•	 Marketing problem, including information price, volume, etc.
•	 No policy to support on youth in rural development
•	 Agricultural inputs are expensive – investments are sometimes 

more expensive than the outputs.
•	 Knowledge on land titling is limited

The initiatives of our young farmers were: 

•	 Demo farm (real practice with results to be shown)
•	 Explain and train the youth to be young entrepreneur
•	 Disseminate successful experiences via media broadly to the 

young farmers

The proposals that were suggested from the consultations were: 

•	 Government to prioritize the agriculture into the education 
program (curriculum) for students

•	 Government to set the youth program in agriculture as a priority 
in the national development program

•	 To encourage entrepreneurship
•	 To follow the market demand
•	 To follow organic principles

An open forum followed after the presentation of Sopheap. The following 
questions and comments were raised:

Question (Q): The existing irrigation system – is it regulated by the 
government, or is it by community groups?
Answer (A): Previously we had the irrigation system as a legacy 
from the Khmer Rouge. But the system broke down. So now the 
government has started to build irrigation system – but it’s not 
sufficient	and	politically	driven	(to	get	votes	from	farmers).

Nikka Rivera for PAKISAMA, Philippines 
(See Annex: Youth Presentation from 
PAKISAMA):
We also had several provincial consultations 
(11 provinces) and had a national level 
discussion (PAKISAMA Young Farmers General 
Assembly) on February 2014.

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/01b PAKISAMA Youth Presentation (Philippines).pptx
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/01b PAKISAMA Youth Presentation (Philippines).pptx
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These were three points that emerged from the consultation:

•	 A call for the conceptualization and passage of a “Magna Carta for 
Young Farmers”

•	 Information/education: agriculture-sensitive educational 
curriculum for elementary and high schools – broader scholarship 
for all agri-related courses / more information on agriculture. 
(Currently there is little support from the government. We have 
agricultural schools but they are not run well.

•	 Law enforcement – families are being displaced from their land 
and source of income. They must be protected.

•	 Participation – young farmers are not formally recognized as a 
demographic group by the government

•	 Financing – as they’re not recognized, there’s no budget for 
young farmers

•	 Personal development – young farmers are discriminated 
(considered poor) so even if they have land they pursue other 
courses not directly related with farming because they don’t want 
to be associated with farmers. They should know that farming 
could be good, fun, and provide sustainable income.

•	 PAKISAMA to provide capacity building to young farmers 
(technical assistance).

These are our conclusions: 

•	 Strengthen the civil engagement of young Filipino farmers to 
claim their rights

•	 Bring pride to family farming as a noble profession

•	 Establish enabling policies that will support young farmers in 
the country to become a key player in strengthening democratic 
institutions and rule of law.
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•	 We are also planning to have a young farmer’s camp to train 
them and to call for future planning.

An open forum followed after the presentation of Nikka. The following 
questions and comments were raised:

Q: What is in the Magna Carta?
A: The draft is still under revision but in general it calls for support to 
young farmers. We already had one for women farmers.

Q: What is interesting from agriculture for young farmers?
A:	Young	farmers	play	different	roles	so	there	are	no	specific	tasks	
that interest them. They want to help their families and continue 
farming in the Philippines.

Ferry Widodo for API, Indonesia (See 
Annex: Youth Presentation from API):
A half-day consultation on the topic of Youth in 
Agriculture was held. Participants were youth 
representatives from three (3) API member 
organizations. 

API held Focused Group Discussion (FGD) in three member organizations 
involving youth representatives (up to 35 years old), from API members 
organization namely: 

•	 Paguyuban Petani Gunung Sumbing (PPGS) in Wonosobo District 
(Central Java Province), conducted the FGD on December 29, 
2013.The participants were youth, total amount 22 participants 
(16 men, 6 women). 

•	 Organisasi Petani Merapi Merbabu (OPMM) in Boyolali District 
(Central Java Province), held the FGD on December 30, 2013. The 
participants were youth, total amount 23 participants (all men).  

•	 Serikat Petani Lumajang (SPL) held the FGD in Lumajang 
District (East Java Province) on December 31, 2013. There were 
youth particpants attended the FGD (39 men, 28 women), total 
particpants were 67 people.  

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/01c API Youth Presentation (Indonesia).ppt
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/01c API Youth Presentation (Indonesia).ppt
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Major issues and concerns raised were:

•	 Price standardization is not in place yet.
•	 Lack of human resources (especially youth farmers) 
•	 Lack of the cost of production (especially for fertilizer), farmers 

got trapped in debts with payment system that brought serious 
financial	trouble	for	them

•	 Lack of the control on land by small farmers
•	 Plant’s pest and disease.
•	 Central government policies are not supporting farmers (i.e. the 

Regulation to Control Tobacco and the Importation of Vegetables)
•	 The unpredictable, uncertain climate
•	 Knowledge and technology (agricultural machinery)
•	 The vanishing of local seeds and the widespreading of 

manufactured seeds

Our	major	findings	were:

•	 Sharing knowledge among farmers, youth and elder farmers 
through “musyawarah” or popular discussion is very important 
(this is part of family farming)

•	 Women run important role through religious regular activities 
(reading Qoran together) 

•	 Handling pest and disease of vegetables and tobacco with our 
own methods; or replicate other farmer group’s best practices in 
handling plant’s pest and disease

•	 Networking among farmers’organizations at national level 
(API, IOA), and hosting exchange visit/learning visit from API’s 
members

•	 Tobacco farmers have invented their own post harvest machine 
for tobacco, in order to gain added value. This effort has not 
been done by other tobacco farmers of other region (such as 
Probolinggo, Bali, Mataram/NTB, and Sumatra)

•	 Seed purifying, selection of local variety of tobacco.
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Our major recommendations include:

•	 To push policy on family farming (including youth, women) such 
as through national law of Protection and Empowerement to 
Farmers (UUP3) that covers : capital (land, seeds, agricultural 
input), capital for work (money to pay wage, pre-planting, 
planting season), to protect the price and to assure the market. 

•	 Protection of price/commodity produced by small farmers, 
through among others:

•	 Collective marketing for organization’s commodity

•	 Information on price of the commodity for farmers, farmer- 
friendly online information

•	 Push the government to protect productive lands in order to avoid 
the conversion of agricultural land into industry and other non 
agrcultural purposes

•	 Farmers’ friendly access to market and agriculture technology 
(including appropriate post harvest technology)

•	 Technical support to access to capital (in order to create bankable 
farmer organizations to be engaged in partnership with local 
banks)

•	 Training on organic production and organic produces marketing

•	 Data gathering on the potential of the lands (calculating what 
farmers controlled and owned, to identify our potential) in order 
to access supports, and to consolidate the land to collectively 
managed

We	see	the	benefits	of	the	FACT	process	as	such:	

•	 Well systematically tools to facilitate farmers organization in 
advocacy

•	 Easy to be internally absorbed into daily organizational  advocacy 
process
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Nguyen Thi Hat Va  for VNFU, Vietnam 
(See Annex: Youth Presentation from VNFU):
National consultations were held with 
representatives from VNFU, Youth’s Union, 
Women’ Union. Membership consultation 
and participatory research were also held in 
Dang Xa commune, Gia Lam district, Hanoi in 

February 2014 among rural youth farmers in Dang Xa commune using the 
FACT approach.

Participatory research was conducted through questionnaire/surveys forms 
developed with support of internal experts/staff. It was conducted through 
a meeting with rural youth, farmers in Dang Xa to select the priority using 
participatory	approach	and	fill	in	the	forms.	For	the	desk	study,	VNFU	
collaborated with representatives of Youth’s Union to collect reports from 
Youth’s Union, Law, VNFU reports and websites. Based on the results of 
consultation and participatory research, VNFU used internal experts/staff to 
write a proposal.

Lobby mapping and stakeholders’ analysis was done using the format of 
power and interest grid.

These are what we gathered as the general information on youth: The 
youth are generally 16-30 years old. 30% of the population are youth. 
17,897,011 rural youth, occupied 70,5% of the youth in the whole country. 
Surveys in 2011 showed the percentage of lack of employment of rural 
youth was 4.1%, while the percentage of unemployment of rural youth was 
3%.

Major concerns gathered from the youth centered on income and jobs. The 
issues	identified	include:

•	 Trend of going to cities to look for jobs
•	 Limited agricultural land
•	 Difficulty	in	selling	agricultural	products
•	 Lack of loan
•	 Lack of appropriate technical training (because government 

training is sometimes not appropriate to the context)

Among	the	major	findings	were:	It	was	found	out	that	agricultural	land	is	
decreasing. In 2001-2007: 500,000 hectares were changed to urbanization/

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/01d VNFU Youth Presentation (Vietnam).ppt
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industrialization purpose (5% of using agricultural land).Now, there is 
support policy by Government to control and keep agricultural land (e.g. 
3.8 million hectares for rice).

The rural youth expressed the wish to do farming if farming makes them 
rich	and	feel	confident.	Still	some	of	them	are	very	interested	in	asking	and	
sharing on how to be rich through farming, and through marketing agro-
products.

Initial recommendations include:

•	 Collective/cooperation farmers group establishment and market 
capacity improvement through these groups. Land has decreased 
so the problem is how to increase more value for the production 
in the limited areas.

•	 Training and technology transfer - To provide the effective 
training on techniques particularly the sustainable agriculture 
development like organic, IPM farming, through “learning by 
doing” or “farmers train farmers.”

•	 Investment	and	loans/credit	support	–	Young	farmers	find	it	hard	
to access loans. There is also a need for long term investment.

•	 Build up “Respected Picture” to farmers – There is a need 
to raise awareness of people and society on farmers and on 
recognizing the role of farmers and agriculture specially this 2014 
International Year of Family Farming.

•	 Vietnam has a big program called “600”. It means 600 young 
students live in rural areas after they graduate. One of them 
became vice chair of people committee in the region. So we have 
a program to encourage young people to return to rural areas.

By	using	the	FACT	approach,	VNFU	was	able	to	find	out	exactly	the	needs	
and issues of youth in rural areas. Having the priorities from rural youth, 
it became a good basis for making plans for the organization (integrate 
among	activities	of	the	organization).	It	also	helped	to	find	real	solutions	
and proposals to make a contribution to the regional level proposal.
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Kanisorn for SKP, Thailand (See Annex: 
Youth Presentation from SKP):
This is the current general situation of 
agriculture in Thailand. 

•	 The average age of farmers is increasing 
(now it’s around 54 years).

•	 Agricultural sector is hard work. The number of youth in 
agriculture is decreasing as they head to other sectors.

•	 Price of agricultural produce is uncertain and decreasing.

•	 Aggravating political situation – some policies could not be 
implemented (e.g. price control on rice and rubber).

Our recommendations include : 

Strategy and development for new generation of youth farmers (target: to 
be a key to continue the development of the agricultural sector replace the 
old farmer):

•	 Establish, expand, promote, and develop group of youth farmers 
in schools and community continually

•	 Develop knowledge and promote organization of youth farmers 
group and create leadership and networking

•	 Create incentives policy for youth farmers to own agricultural 
entrepreneurship.	And	stop	political	conflicts!

An open forum followed after the presentation of Kanisorn. The following 
questions and comments were raised:

Comment (C):  I know the declining number is crucial. But it doesn’t 
matter if youth choose other professions. But they should also invest 
in farming, such as implementing their technical knowledge.
C: In the Philippines, parents of the youth don’t want their children to 
be farmers. They encourage their children to go to other sector. It’s 

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/01e SKP Youth Presentation (Thailand).ppt
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/01e SKP Youth Presentation (Thailand).ppt


Proceedings: 6th AFA gA regional consultations: 
seizing the Momentum to get concrete gains for small scale Farmers this iYFF

May 2014

event documentation Page 30 of 67

like a punishment: if you don’t do well at school, you’ll be a farmer. 
The parents should make the youth see that agriculture could be a 
good thing, a noble profession that supports the nation.
A: We see the same attitude in Thailand: parents urge their children to 
get higher and higher education to get higher salary later.
C: It’s the same problem in Southeast Asian countries an even 
throughout the Third World. It’s not a punishment but the last option 
if no other jobs are available. All parents expect their children to go to 
universities to get better job. So the issue is how we can change the 
image and promote that farming could provide reasonable income. 
Urbanization is a global trend that is not easy to tackle. 

Presentation from North, South, and Central Asia Group 

Mr. Kim for KAFF and WAFF, Korea, with 
translation to English by MINKEE  (See 
Annex: Youth Presentation from KAFF/WAFF):
Until the 1980’s, Korea’s population consisted 
mainly of family farmers. But since the 1990s, 
many of the farmlands have been taken over 
by corporations who have extended their 

operations into the farming industry. 

In order to solve the problem, the government regulated ownership of 
land in such a way that only those who have been farming for 5 years are 
allowed to own lands in rural areas.

There are also other problems like climate change and natural disasters 
like typhoons, earthquakes, heavy rains and drought. Since the year 2000, 
South Korea has experienced heavy climate change effects. During winter, 
the snow destroys houses and farms and many farmers cannot continue 
farming.

Another problem is the FTAs signed by the government with many 
countries.	Many	farmers	are	protesting	in	front	of	government	officials	
because agriculture is negatively impacted by FTAs. The farming industry 
is not that big and land is not that big. Korea imports cheaper products like 
meat because the products of Korea are more expensive. 

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02a KAFF Youth Presentation (Korea).pptx
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02a KAFF Youth Presentation (Korea).pptx
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To satisfy needs of farmers, the government created a fund to let other 
industries	who	benefit	from	FTAs	invest	their	profit	into	agriculture.	It	
is a policy of making industries who gain from FTAs invest and support 
agriculture.

While there are a lot of negative impacts of these problems on agriculture, 
there is still hope for agriculture. In 2010-2012, there has been a growing 
demand for healthy food. Young people have decided to go into farming 
and to grow organic food and agricultural products. It is one of the 
developments that the government is looking at. It is the young generation 
who are focusing on organic food. The government is investing more in 
young farmers through policies like low interest rates for young farmers, 
which they are negotiating to be reduced to 1%.

Victoria for TWADA and TDFA, Taiwan (to 
save time)(See Annex: Youth Presentation 
from TWADA/TDFA):
There are 3 categories of young farmers 
in	Taiwan.	The	first	category	is	the	second	
generation young farmers whose parents 
are doing farming, which they continue. The 

second category is young farmers without any experience. The third are 
those who are a little bit older, like professionals who want to go into 
agriculture.

For	the	first	category,	the	key	factors	to	attract	them	into	agriculture	are:	
(1)	if	parents	are	making	profit;	(2)	if	farming	is	promising;	and,	(3)	if	
farming is not too much work for their parents. For the third category, it is 
not	so	difficult,	because	they	are	more	mature	and	know	why	they	want	to	
go	into	agriculture,	and	because	they	also	have	more	financial	support.	It	is	
the	second	category,	those	without	experience,	which	finds	it	harder	to	go	
into agriculture.

The government supports them in different ways, either through the central 
government’s Council of Agriculture, or through the city government.

One project is the New Farmer Program from Tainan City government. The 
city government selects young farmers who decided to go into agriculture. 
Right now there are 268 young farmers in this program, all under 45 years 
of	age.	The	government	extension	unit	provides	technical	and	financial	

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02b TWADA & TDFA Youth Presentation (Taiwan).ppt
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02b TWADA & TDFA Youth Presentation (Taiwan).ppt
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support to these young farmers. Technical support is provided through 
experts, apprenticeship (master and student), agriculture courses, and 
counselling system. The agriculture experts and masters who teach 
agriculture to young farmers are deployed through the district farmer 
associations. Financial support comes in the form of government loans with 
low interest to young farmers to buy facilities, supplies or equipment.

There are already some successful young farmers. They get their 
knowledge from masters and have won rewards from competitions, like 
for organic rice and organic cherry tomato production. They are not just 
farmers, but successful, millionaire farmers. In summary, government 
support to young farmers ensure that they have basic income, facilities or 
equipment support, and technical knowledge.

Jagat Deuja for NLRF, Nepal (See Annex: 
Youth Presentation from NLRF):
The	presentation	is	based	on	the	findings	from	
the consultation and research done by NLRF.

NLRF carried out a study in 4 VDCs of 2 
districts, interviewed 52 youth members (age 

of 18 to 35) from Mohattari district and 42 members from Lalitpur. It 
conducted FGDs, literature review, and national consultations. 94 people 
attended the national consultation including representatives from the 
Ministry, the National Committee of Family Farming, various agricultural 
cooperatives,	organizations	and	associations	working	in	the	field	of	youth	
and agriculture, journalists, civil society. There were 53 youth members.

In general, in Nepal, 74 % of the people depend on agriculture. It provides 
net employment to 66 % of the people, but GDP contribution from 
agriculture	sector	is	only	32%.Almost	fifty	percent	of	people	are	youth	
between 16-40 years of age. Even if we consider the youth as 18-35 age 
group, it makes up 41.63 % of the total population of Nepal (EC, 2013). 
There is huge youth migration to other countries (1,200-1,700 daily), which 
lead to negative impact on agriculture. There is decreasing population of 
youth in the rural areas. There is detachment of labor, land and capital. 
Those youth who want to farm lack agricultural land. While those people 
who have land do want to go into farming. Agriculture is not seen culturally 
as a respectable profession. The youth lack technical knowledge on 
commercial farming. Subsistence oriented farming discourage the youth to 

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02c NLRF Youth Presentation (Nepal).ppt
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02c NLRF Youth Presentation (Nepal).ppt
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go into agriculture. Young farmers are not included in policy making and 
their voices are not being heard.

In the two districts where NLRF conducted the study, in terms of land 
ownership among the young, in Mohattari district, 21% of respondents 
have land, while 79% have no land. In Lalitpur, 95% of respondents have 
land, while 5% have no land. In terms of involvement in commercial 
farming by the young, in Lalitpur, 28.6% involved, while in Mohattari, 9.6% 
are involved. 

The major problems faced by youth in the two districts include: lack of 
technical knowledge, lack of agricultural inputs, traditional farming and low 
productivity, lack of access to credits, lack of manpower and labor, pest 
and disease problem, unavailability of land, and lack of market. In terms of 
youth migration, in Mohattari district, 25% of youth are migrating abroad to 
look for employment, while in Lalitpur, 5% are migrating. 

Major recommendations that came out from the consultations were: 

•	 Provide insurance services to provide the young farmers full 
assurance at the time of risk and uncertainty.

•	 Agriculture should link with employment and entrepreneurship.

•	 Successful stories of youth involvement in agriculture should be 
shared (e.g. those who came back after working abroad) to raise 
awareness and advocacy campaigns through youth networks and 
using IT. 

From the FACT process, NLRF sees that one gain is that youths are 
motivated to join at the NLRF, leading to more possibilities to develop more 
youth frontline leaders. NLRF also realized that youth in agriculture is an 
important issue within the land rights movement.

Hiromitsu Iio from Ainokai, Japan (See 
Annex: Youth Presentation from AINOUKAI):
AIOUKAI conducted case studies on Young 
Organic Agricultural Farmers in Iga District in 
Mie Prefecture.

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02d AINOUKAI Youth Presentation (Japan).pptx
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02d AINOUKAI Youth Presentation (Japan).pptx
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There is a serious decrease and aging in the agricultural population of 
Japan.	The	task	is	how	to	encourage	the	new	comers	to	Agriculture,	find	
family farmers successors, and reduce the numbers of those who leave the 
agricultural sector. This can be done by setting the necessary conditions to 
keep the farmers in the agricultural sector. 

AINOUKAI conducted a survey of young organic farmers of Japan. By 
revealing the success stories, there was a need to have consultation on  the 
challenges of the future.

On March 14, 2014, AINOUKAI conducted interviews and consultation 
with the young organic farmers in Iga district in Mie prefecture before the 
General Assembly Of AINOUKAI.

Six new young organic farmers were interviewed. They cultivated an area 
of 13.6 ha of vegetable through green house. There was an increased in 
area by 161%. Their average experience is 8.4 years.They had a yearly 
gross	profit	(average)	in	Iga	district	of	8,860	thousand	yen	in	2013.	There	
was an increase by 207%.The farmers got support for acquiring agricultural 
skills.They are becoming increasingly organized, with support from 3 major 
organic agricultural support.

The factors necessary to increase the young farmers include:

•	 Introducing	/	securing	markets	for	the	new	farmers	for	the	first	
3	to	5	years.	Stable	income	for	the	first	3	to	5	years	is	required	
for the continuous engagement in Agriculture. Therefore it is 
necessary to secure sale destination in the beginning. 

•	 Securing abundant human recourses in agricultural sector by 
continuous acceptance of trainees. Overall support for the new 
farmers / trainees by providing market / land / house / skills and 
the new farmers become trainers when settled.

•	 Increase skills training and development of new markets by 
the cooperation of the several agricultural groups. Stronger 
relationship has been achieved by setting up the new association.

•	 Facilitating activities by organization of the groups and 
cooperation with administrative agency. Simplifying and giving 



Proceedings: 6th AFA gA regional consultations: 
seizing the Momentum to get concrete gains for small scale Farmers this iYFF

May 2014

event documentation Page 35 of 67

support for the application. Abundant information about trainer 
farmers.	Agricultural	skills	based	on	scientific	evidence	and	other	
farm management.

The following are the suggestion for the farmers and local government:

•	 Diffuse organic products / safe food. Lectures, Cooking classes 
and other activities to campaign the lusciousness and safety of 
organic products.

•	 Training course for up-skilling. Organizing seminars to inquire 
better skills for organic and environment conservative farming. 
Improvement of cropping skills by organizing touring and 
interacting with advanced farmers.

•	 Farmers support. Support new farmers and change over to 
organic. Support plans including ensuring the land / house and 
securing sales destination / training for the new farmers. 

Overall,	there	is	a	need	to	reflect	the	voice	of	young	organic	farmers	to	
government.

INDRA for NAMAC, Mongolia (See Annex: 
Youth Presentation from NAMAC):
We successfully organized our National 
Consultation on Youth in Agriculture with 
attendance of  26 participants from 13 
provinces who work in the agricultural sector, 
and they exchanged their views about the 

agricultural sector. Out of the total number of participants, 57.7% were 
women (15) and 42.3% were men (11). 

The National Consultation under the theme of Youth in agriculture  including 
topics of major discussions, major decisions and action points, the various 
notable Agricultural University teaching faculty gave lectures on various 
youth in agriculture oriented topics. The lectures followed a participatory 
question-and-answer format and ultimately equipped the youth with new 
perspectives, facts, and information pertaining to the Mongolian Youth 
Agricultural Environment. During the Consultation, the youth participants 
engaged	in	various	agriculturally	oriented	discussions	and	debate,	final	

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02de NAMAC Youth Presentation (Mongolia).pptx
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02de NAMAC Youth Presentation (Mongolia).pptx
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conclusions were drawn, and the participants indicated that the Survey and 
ensuing discussions were very effective. 

Out of the total number of participants, 4% were people aged 18-22 /2 
people/, 17% were people aged 23-27 /9 people/, 34% were people aged 
28-32 /18 people/, 45% were people aged 32-36 /24 people/. The average 
age of FGD participates was 30.

From	the	consultation,	the	major	issues	identified	include:

•	 Lack of information 
•	 Lack of working place 
•	 Lack of socio-cultural events to promote agriculture 
•	 Significant	development	differences	between	town	and	rural	
•	 No performance evaluations/ feedback given on work output 
•	 Poor	financial	condition	
•	 Accommodations are uncomfortable
•	 Manufacturing expenses are high but income is low 
•	 Lack of skilled workers because of bad educational system 
•	 Constant  policy proposal changes in agriculture 
•	 The product prices are not increasing
•	 No seed policy 
•	 No loan collateral 
•	 No sales chain

From	the	research,	the	following	problems	were	identified:

•	 Not having enough livestock to earn a living wage
•	 No policy proposals or support from the Government
•	 Lack of health and social insurance as well as self-development 

opportunities
•	 Financial	difficulties
•	 No socio-cultural events between youth in rural areas

From the research, the following recommendations were made:

•	 Support youth initiatives for the development of rural areas and 
retard the expansion of rural-urban migration by creating better 
rural living conditions
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•	 In accordance with local needs, the local governments must work 
together with non-governmental youth organizations to foster 
youth aspirations toward careers in agriculture

•	 Pursue the launch of programs that praise, reward and provide 
discounts to young persons who contribute to local development 

•	 The local employment services must organize training courses 
to give young people in rural areas basic education covering 
business	management,	marketing,	finance	and	law	

•	 Support the activities on training in herding methods and life skills 
for young herders 

From the consultation, the major recommendations were raised:

•	 Increase the number of work places
•	 Policy proposal and special programs for youth in agriculture
•	 Incentives  between youth in agriculture
•	 Replenishing livestock numbers and providing the latest 

technology
•	 Provide	financial	freedom	
•	 Advertising the advantages of agriculture
•	 Having agricultural insurance 
•	 Policy proposal for youth in agriculture 
•	 Better organization
•	 Learning and getting  experiences from other countries already 

developed in agriculture
•	 Consistency and continuous support from the Government 
•	 Improve the business environment 
•	 Institute an agricultural development fund
•	 Provide loan guarantees in agriculture
•	 Being creative and working together 
•	 The latest technology could be acquired and utilized

The	major	gains/benefits	of	the	FACT	on	youth	in	agriculture	include:

•	 After	organizing	of	the	first	National	Consultation	on	Youth	in	
agriculture, It has been decided, based of youth initiatives, that 
this National Consultation will be organized every year, and the 
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second National Consultation is going to be held in August, 2014 
in “Khorgiin misheel” cooperative at Tariat soum of Arkhangai 
province.

•	 As a result of the organization of the National Consultation, our 
organization has enriched our information sources and policy 
proposal on youth in agriculture. Therefore, youth, who attended 
in the Consultation, innovated new activities in their own local 
areas.

•	 Under auspice of Mongolian Prime Minister, the National 
Consultation on Young Herders will be held on the 9th and 10th 
of May, 2014 at the Government House of Mongolia. During this 
consultation NAMAC is  going to give lecture about research 
method, accesses of its implementation.

Alexander and Kumushai for UWUA, 
Kyrgyzstan (See Annex: Presentation from 
UWUA):
Kumushai showed pictures of her farm. In her 
community, there are 1,500 households who 
grow cotton, wheat and vegetables.She also 
showed pictures of her brothers and sisters 

working together in the farm. In terms of structure, most family farmers 
are part time farmers. 

There is a new method of farming which include planting young cabbage. 
It is something new for them. They have young tomato in the greenhouse. 
They have cows and get milk from the farm. 

Among	the	issues	identified	were:

•	 40% of population are young
•	 65%	of	people	living	in	rural,	engaged	in	agri.	Officially	40%	in	

agri
•	 Agriculture is mostly subsistent. 
•	 1, 080 people participated in the study on attracting youth in 

agriculture
•	 They cannot afford to get machinery like in drip irrigation
•	 Low technical capacity 
•	 Rural extension service not fully developed

http://asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02de%20UWUA%20Youth%20Presentation%20(Kyrgyztan).pptx
http://asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02de%20UWUA%20Youth%20Presentation%20(Kyrgyztan).pptx
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•	 Poor marketing of produce of crops
•	 Young go to Russia and kazahnstan – 20% of population now 

out of the country. 2B remittance not invested in agri but on 
household consumption. 

Some of the recommendations raised were:

•	 Conduct survey of youth 
•	 Orient and sensitize youth
•	 Establish model project for youth 
•	 Create various facilities 
•	 Create optional training workshops 
•	 Policy advocacy with govt to change their mind set

Amit Dey for KKM, Bangladesh (See Annex: 
Youth Presentation from KKM):
The	youth	in	rural	areas	in	Bangladesh	find	
that	farming	is	not	profitable	profession	in	the	
country. More than half of young farmers are 
involved in farming. KKM will try to engage 
young farmers.

Plenary Presentation of Workshop Results
One reporter from each group shared the results of their workshop.

Nikka of PAKISAMA for the Southeast Asia 
Group:

Main issues and concerns:

•	 Philippines: Low income, low image (and 
thus self-esteem) of farmers

•	 Indonesia: Imbalanced development 
between the urban and rural areas

•	 Cambodia: youth generally migrate from 
villages and search job in cities, because farming is hard work. 

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02f KKM Youth Presentation (Bangladesh).ppt
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may6byouthinagri/02f KKM Youth Presentation (Bangladesh).ppt
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•	 Vietnam: low farm-gate price (even though Vietnam exports 
many produce). That’s why youth don’t want to farm. They also 
work and sell their produce individually.

•	 Thailand: young people study and then leave the village. They 
work in cities and send money back. Only old farmers remain.

Current initiatives:

•	 Cambodia:	build	a	demo	farm;	build	a	fish	pond	to	store	water	
and	keep	fish;	grow	organic	rice	that	has	better	price;	apply	
multipurpose farming; promote raising livestock and using the 
manure to produce biogas for lighting and to fertilize the soil. 
Local input allows us to expand the farm and get higher income. 
This additional income is saved in our cooperative and used to 
build a rice mill. Collaborate with NGOs and urge members to 
participate in organization.

•	 Indonesia: the large youth sector has a huge potential to increase 
entrepreneurship.	So	we	provide	product	profiling	and	market	
information. Government focuses on irrigated land, while dry land 
has a large potential in cultivation of various produce. In NTT, 
the potential income is 60-100 million rupiah per year but it’s not 
realized.

•	 Vietnam: through cooperative groups we provide technical 
training and ask the government to implement supporting 
policies.

•	 Thailand: programs to assist students to get back to the rural 
areas	after	graduation	and	find	work	in	agriculture.

•	 Philippines: exposure of youth in farming, support family farm 
planning (inclusive planning by parents and young people)

Priority recommendations:

•	 Capacity building: appropriate training and exposure through 
education to motivate young farmers
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•	 Organization development: to give voice to young farmers, 
strengthen cooperation groups / cooperatives, to organize support 
to advocacy work (e.g. Magna Carta, loan access, irrigation 
construction), to develop knowledge networks

•	 Policy advocacy

•	 Partnership with various actors (government, business sector, 
banks)

Yasuko of AINOUKAI for South, North, 
Central Asia Group:
The following is the presentation from the non-
ASEAN group:

Issues and Concerns:

•	 Agriculture is not taken as a respected 
occupation
•	 Agriculture is not prestigious work
•	 Different development of city and country
•	 Most of the young people migrated to 

urban areas and abroad
•	 Lack of access to land, credit and technology
•	 Way too small size of farm lands
•	 Lack of access to resources
•	 Way too- low guaranteed income of farmers
•	 Agriculture	is	not	profitable	work
•	 Absence of effective governmental agricultural policy
•	 Lacking	technical	skills	finance,	farm	management	during	3	to	5	

years
•	 Lack of information
•	 Lack	of	financial	support
•	 Lack of information dissemination
•	 Poor marketing of agricultural products
•	 Weather risk
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Existing Initiatives:

•	 Welfare improvement program in rural areas
•	 Policy on increasing size of farmlands
•	 Established and strengthened farmers organizations
•	 Work with international organizations

Recommendations:

•	 Youth participation in agri policymaking
•	 Implement project on youth in agri
•	 Policies focused on youth
•	 Provide land
•	 Promote organic products
•	 Increase	production	first,	then	improve	quality
•	 Establish marketing chain
•	 Strengthen capacity on marketing and advocacy skills of young 

farmers

Partners’ Response 
Before proceeding to the next workshop, Lany called on the partners to 
present what their organizations are focusing on so that the participants 
will know what kind of support they might be able to provide. The following 
were the presentations:

Collectif Strategies Alimentairies (CSA)/
Marek Poznanski: 
CSA is an NGO that specializes in working 
with farmers’ organizations on agricultural 
and trade policies. We promote understanding 
of organizations from different regions of the 
world, not only in Europe. We have joined 

forces with other networks and now we provide support, because we have 
access	to	funding	from	the	European	Union.	Now	we’re	also	financing	some	
program with AFA and AFA members such as PAKISAMA. We try to promote 
collaboration between organizations and organize a lot of exchanges 
between Africa and Europe, and Latin America and Europe. We have many 
discussions with young farmers in Europe and Asia. We promote regional 
integration and social dialogue between government and organizations. We 
specialize in some issues e.g. the farmers’ organization, market access to 
farmers.
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Global Forum on Agricultural Research/
Thomas Price:
We see that previously research was not 
responding to the need at the national level. 
But now there are many international research 
institutions and associations working with 
farmers, such as CGIAR. So we bring together 

research organizations. Every 3 years we have a global conference for 
agricultural research and development. We also sit in the fund council of 
CGIAR and we’re meeting them next week in Mexico. CGIAR has large fund 
and resources for various research topics. So we expect to bring the results 
of this conference to them.

KPA (Land Reform Consortium)/Dewi: 
KPA is an umbrella NGO consisting of 
organizations focusing on agrarian reform 
struggle in Indonesia. We provide three 
types of services: policy advocacy (mostly 
at the national level), strengthening people 
organizations (giving training, advocating cases 

both in national and local levels, caderization of activists to get involved 
in the reform), and campaign and research in land reform. KPA is host 
to ILC Asia for 2 years ahead. Also, with AFA we are developing gender 
assessment criteria to assess whether project has addressed the gender 
issue. 

International Land Coalition (ILC)/Erpan 
Faryadi: 
ILC was formed in 1996. The original function 
was to combat poverty and hunger. Later on 
it was transformed into International Land 
Coalition. We have members in Asia and in the 
process of expanding membership to Myanmar, 

China, and Central Asian countries. We are glad that AFA is one of our 
regional members and would like to know more about AFA members. In 
2014 IYFF addresses a fundamental issue for us, to strengthen ourselves 
in regional and international level. ILC can collaborate with AFA and its 
members because we have many programs organizing voluntary programs 
and thinking of the future of farmers, organizing the youth.
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World Rural Forum/Jose Antonio:
WRF is composed of farmers’ organizations in 
Latin America, Africa, and other regions of the 
world. This year we have organized the IYFF. 
It’s a very complex issue, even the highest 
priority. French young farmers plan to organize 
a youth farmers’ summit next September. We 

try to put them in contact with as many organizations as possible. So they 
requested emails of organization leaders, so they can send a draft and you 
can contribute in the summit. So we need to identify key factors of the 
issue (economic, cultural, etc.). We are ready to participate and contribute 
to other organizations’ program.

Agriterra/Nellie van der Pasch:
Agriterra was founded by young farmers in 
the Netherlands. We try to empower young 
farmers around the world. We focus on sharing 
knowledge between farmers, exchange ideas 
for advocacy. We focus on advocacy, building 
cooperatives that farmers control. Young 

farmers	need	to	manage	their	risks,	both	financially	and	in	response	to	
climate change.

AsiaDHRRA/Marlene:
At the regional level, we promote collaboration 
among national members. We’d like to see your 
plans and communicate them to our members. 
At the national level, we see the rural youth 
is a large sector. There are lots of processes 
in the global level. Together with CSA we are 

strengthening farmer’s organizations and collaborating with multilateral 
agencies. We have also supported post-disaster groups, where rural youth 
volunteers	help	work	on	the	field.

Workshop B: Support and Mechanisms Needed to Attract Youth      
in Agriculture

The participants went back to their groups to identify the support and 
mechanisms needed to implement the recommendations made.
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Plenary Presentations
After the workshop, the participants met again as a plenary and the 
reporters from each group shared the results of their group works.

Ha of VNFU for the ASEAN Group:
The following is the result from the ASEAN 
group:

Support needed include:

•	 Capacity building on management, 
constructive engagement, FACT, information, 
feasibility and business planning, cooperative 
training

•	 Advocacy to promote organic agriculture, 
provide soft loan (5% per year), access to loan capital, for policy 
on youth education (scholarship, program), for development, 
for policy on how to have capital and train farmers on farming 
techniques

•	 Research on loan access, land access, education and training, 
youth and climate change

•	 Technical support such as on seeds

•	 Regional level support – such as policy on agri bank, AFAC, 
youth national or regional organizing (exchange exposure on agri 
training), to include women young farmer program.

Mechanisms needed include:

•	 Young farmer committee at regional and national level – to have 
annual meeting, learning exchange, summer camp

•	 Young farmer award
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Indra of NAMAC for the Non-ASEAN Group:
The following is the presentation from the non-
ASEAN group:

Support needed include:

•	 PROPOSED POLICIES such as FTA 
beneficiary	industries	to	give	to	agri	sector,	
leadership of young farmers industry, pro-
rural youth policies (special), government 
mechanisms where young farmers have voice, 
and increase agri budget for rural youth

•	 ADVOCACY TRAINING such as capacity building training on inter-
government policy advocacy processes, capability and ability to 
propose alternative solution or counter-proposal to government, 
draft regional policy proposal on youth, technical assistance 
of AFA (AFA can give capacity development to members thru 
training), workshop for consensus building, technical support to 
cooperatives, research skills training to youth farmers, survey for 
identifying youth farmers and their needs

•	 INFORMATION SHARING such as AFA support to member 
organizations to link with international organizations, to improve 
info exchange on available funds for resource mobilization

•	 FARMER EXCHANGE PROGRAM to include learning visit targeting 
youth, regional youth farmer convention, elite farmers to learn 
from member countries (e.g. Cambodia wants to learn wax apple 
&	dairy	farming,	but	lack	of	financial	support)	–	so	Taiwan	can	
provide technology and AFA or Agriterra can help implement

•	 OTHERS – including agricultural policy governance, moral 
support that organic agriculture is very important and valuable 
work, inclusion of youth as a focus area into your organizational 
programming
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Summary of the Reports
Lany gave a summary of the support needed and mechanisms needed 
to implement the recommendations on attracting youth to agriculture as 
follows:

Support needed include:

•	 Capacity building: at the local level -  we need support on budget 
and links/contacts (training on constructive engagement, etc., 
youth education or scholarship programs)

•	 Research: e.g. a comparative study of the use of organic and 
non-organic fertilizer in Myanmar, policy research on incentives 
for young farmers, research on impacts of climate change

•	 Technical support on seeds, production techniques

•	 Policy advocacy promoting agriculture: soft loan for young 
farmers, ASEAN agricultural bank, right to seed, campaign on 
land

•	 Regional exchange program (youth farmers’ gatherings, farmer 
exchange, etc.)

Proposed mechanism within AFA to address the concerns of young farmers 
include:

•	 Set up rural youth committees both at AFA (regional level) and 
AFA members (national level). The committees could serve as 
youth farmers’ representation in regional and global forum. We 
could assess the baseline level of participation of young farmers 
in our organizations and then monitor the progress of their 
participation and involvement.

•	 Activities for young farmers: share experience by emails or 
annual meetings, young farmers’ awards, learning exchange trips, 
summer camps with different themes.
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Day 2, Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Field Visit

Facilitators: API staff and farmer leaders

Participants went to the Jembrana District (API’s member in Bali) to visit 
the cocoa plantation of the community and the women group who are 
making palm sugar.

Upon arriving at Madiun’s place, a welcome ceremony was held, featuring 
speeches from the local host, AFA, API and local government officials. It 
was followed by lunch and traditional performance of the locals.

Then, participants went to Taman Sari in Candi Kusuma village to see the 
“Initiatives on Cocoa Rehabilitation and Collective Marketing, processing of 
cocoa; women group (KWT Primasari) at Candi Kusuma village to see the 
“Women’s Initiative on the Collective Cocoa Rehabilitation”; KWT Mekar 
Sari at Melaya village to see the “Women’s Initiative to Develop Palm 
Sugar”; Youth Farmer Group “Embik Makmur” at Sumber Klampok village 
(in Buleleng District) to see the “Youth Initiative in Developing Integrated 
Farming (goat, waste of goat, developing critical land).

The field visit was capped by dinner at the seaside.
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Day 3, Thursday, May 8, 2014

Theme 2: AFA Initiatives on IYFF Priority Agenda: 
Land, Production, Marketing and Governance Issues 

AFA Secretary General Esther Penunia introduced the session’s theme: 
“AFA Initiatives on IYFF Priority Agenda: Land, Production, Marketing and 
Governance Issues”. She stated that AFA has projects on sustainable and 
inclusive agri enterprises and promoting land rights with a gender lens and 
that some members have engaged in varying degrees in promoting these 
advocacies . She said that this session will be a sharing of experiences and 
getting lessons learned, feedback, and thoughts on how we can further 
push this agenda or work we want to do.

In the morning, two topics were discussed in parallel groups: farmer led 
sustainable agro enterprise and promoting land rights using gender lens, 
with Lany and Esther facilitating the sessions, respectively. 

Parallel Session 1a-Sustainable and Inclusive Enterprises

Introduction by Lany Rebagay, Policy Advocacy Officer, AFA
Three topics are included:



Proceedings: 6th AFA gA regional consultations: 
seizing the Momentum to get concrete gains for small scale Farmers this iYFF

May 2014

event documentation Page 50 of 67

Topic 1: Enterprise Assessment and Planning Tool (developed by AFA 
members). In 2013, AFA conducted 17 case studies from different countries 
on how farmers engage in private enterprises -with corporations or with 
governments. The cases were analysed in a workshop where key elements 
where	identified	that	can	make	it	beneficial	to	farmers.	PAKISAMA	will	
present tool. FNN and API will share how they are applying this tool.

Topic 2: World Economic Forum (WEF) project – New Vision for Agriculture 
– the session will be about the sharing of VNFU’s experience.

Topic 3: East Asia Grow Campaign of WEF  - will be about sharing of 
information for awareness of AFA members. Later, members can choose to 
support or give critical comments. 

All 3 topics are related to topic of enterprise/business involving farmers.

Topic 1: Presentation of the Enterprise Assessment and             
Planning Tool 

Jane Zamar for PAKISAMA (See Annex: Presentation from PAKISAMA): 
The main criteria for assessing an enterprise includes: 

•	 Organizational
•	 Profitability	of	the	Enterprise
•	 Sustainability of Enterprise Operation
•	 Stability of Enterprise Operation
•	 Market Access through Engagement in the Value Chain/Industry
•	 Inclusivity and Sustainability of the Enterprise Model

Sopheap for FNN (See Annex: Presentation from FNN):
Two enterprises were assessed using the tool – a feed cooperative and a 
rice mill cooperative. Both were at the strengthening/developing stages. 
Based	on	the	findings	and	a	SWOT	analysis,	some	interventions	were	
planned to further develop the enterprise. One of the major lessons was 
the	importance	of	management	and	financing	in	running	a	sustainable	
enterprise.

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/01a AFA Enterprise Assessment Tool (DRAFT).xlsx
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/01b FNN Presentation on Enterprise Assessment Tool (Cambodia) UPDATED.pptx
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The following questions and comments were made:

Q: How	much	is	the	profit?
A: Around 20,000 USD per year

Q: Is the price for milled or unmilled rice?
A: the price is for paddy rice

C: Conclusion should be based on the 5 criteria. The 5 criteria should 
be included in the presentation (only presented organizational 
management criterion)

Q: what is the source of Capital investment?
A: from members. Members can buy shares which are collected 
regularly. The principle is: focus on 60 districts in the country (1 for 
60, 60 for 1)

Q: When will other aspects of the tool be completed?
A:  The other 4 criteria will be discussed among the team

Jane for PAKISAMA (See Annexes: Presentations from PAKISAMA – 
PECUARIA, CASEMPCO):
PAKISAMA	assessed	two	enterprises.	The	first	is	the	organic	rice	enterprise	
of the Pecuaria Development Cooperative. It was found to be at the 
strengthening/developing stage. Interventions were implemented based 
on	the	findings.	One	of	the	results	was	that	the	cooperative	was	able	to	
have initial technical guidance on business review including evaluation of 
their	profitability	and	solvency	status.	The	second	is	the	virgin	coconut	
oil enterprise of CASEMPCO cooperative. One of the initial results of the 
intervention was improvement in production and marketing, as well as 
focus on VCO through feasibility study and search for a new processing 
area.

The following questions and comments were raised:

C: Info should be given in advance so comments can be made
•	 Print and share the tools
•	 Also the presentation from PAKISAMA
•	 Other comments can be made later

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/01c PAKISAMA Presentation on Enterprise Assessment Tool - PECUARIA (Philippines).ppt
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/01c PAKISAMA Presentation on Enterprise Assessment Tool - PECUARIA (Philippines).ppt


Proceedings: 6th AFA gA regional consultations: 
seizing the Momentum to get concrete gains for small scale Farmers this iYFF

May 2014

event documentation Page 52 of 67

Q: Who are the persons who need to do the assessment?
A: There is no instruction as of the moment, but usually, it can be 
done by the cooperative’s management team or its Board of Directors 
(BOD). There is a need to actively involve members and other 
stakeholders to avoid a biased picture. 

Q: What is needed to make the tool and the results really useful for 
the cooperative?
A:	Project	run	for	short	period	(Jan-May);	very	difficult,	farmers	were	
busy. The tool was administered during management committee 
meeting and meeting of the BOD. The administration of the tool led to 
reflection	especially	on	technical	aspects	–	profitability,	sustainability-	
and the requirements for meeting them

Q: Do you include legal/government/policy environment in the tool?
A: Yes it is Part of the inclusivity criteria, also part of organization 
managment - should be a legal entity; accreditation and licensing- 
which	is	very	difficult	to	comply	with.	

Q: Connection of checklist with policy advocacy
A: PDCI in Phils can be connected with Organic Act

RIFAI for API (See Annex: Presentation from API):
API assessed Amanah cooperative, which is into the cocoa business, 
especially collective marketing. The entprise scored high in the different 
criteria. The main conclusion is that Amanah was successful because it is 
able to manage communications with different actors in the cocoa value 
chain.

Participants’ Reflections on the Presentations
After the presentations, Lany asked for more comments on the agri –
enterprise development tool. The following were the comments: 

•	 Circulate the tool to all members and get more comments

•	 Need to put additional section:

•	 Background
•	 Instruction on who should attend the assessment and 

planning (should include members, leaders, staff; partners, 
government,etc)

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/01d API Presentation on Enterprise Assessment Tool -Amanah Coop (Indonesia).ppt
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•	 The	indicator	for	the	profitability	and	solvency	is	very	high,	
there should be indicators more basic at the start-up stage

•	 Include more quantitative indicator

•	 Focus both on the assessment part as well as on the intervention 
planning part

•	 The tool is useful, it creates greater awareness among leaders 
and members regarding the situation of their cooperative 
enterprise. It also helps in monitoring and keeping track of the 
progress of the enterprise thus a good input for planning.

Topic 2: PPP Initiatives between WEF and Vietnam Government 

HA from VNFU made a presentation (See Annex: Presentation from 
VNFU). She said that VNFU did a qualitative research on PPP cases in 3 
provinces.	Among	the	initial	findings	is	that	the	model	has	potential	to	
benefit	farmers,	but	it	is	new	and	needs	to	be	studied	further.	Then	Lany	
asked	for	comments	from	the	floor.	The	following	were	the	comments	
raised:

•	 PPP as an approach in the new vision of agriculture in WEF as of 
the	moment	is	not	yet	very	beneficial	to	small-scale	farmers.	It	
can	be	made	more	beneficial	if:

•	 Farmers Cooperatives/ Federation are strengthened for 
them to be able to do collective marketing to achieve 
necessary scale and quality of product which is vital in any 
PPP.

•	 Farmers cooperative/ federation / union are capable to 
provide legal and technical advise to its FO members 
particularly in negotiating and making contracts with 
companies

•	 There should be strong access of information by FO groups 
about the PPP in the countries so that they can meaningfully 
give	input	or	eventually	engage	if	they	see	it	beneficial	to	
them. At present, FOs does not have information on where 

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/01e VNFU Presentation on WEF PPP.ppt
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/01e VNFU Presentation on WEF PPP.ppt
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are the PPP projects, how they can be involved in the 
identification	of	the	location	of	the	project	and	the	terms	of	
the contracts, etc.

•	 Government should establish strong regulation that will protect 
the interest of small-scale farmers in any PPP contracts/
arrangements.

•	 FO should make government accountable. Corporations 
put strong pressure to government to make the contracts/
arrangements or incentives more favorable to their interest. FOs 
have no strong means to put pressure to government other than 
through election. FOs should then maximize the election process 
as a way to put into power farmer-friendly government leaders 
that will ensure that policies/regulations are favorable to small-
scale farmers.

•	 FO participation in the mechanisms on PPP at all levels (local, 
national, regional and international) should be meaningful and 
relevant. It should not be merely a token representation or 
making FOs to legitimize or deodorize the process.

•	 FOs engaged in PPP to use the AFA agri-enterprise assessment 
and	planning	tool	(once	finalized)	as	a	way	to	monitor	and	
evaluate whether the PPP engagement of FO is in accordance with 
the key criteria we set that will make any agri-enterprise more 
inclusive and sustainable.

•	 Need more documentation of cases of FOs engagrement in PPP in 
different countries as basis for monitoring and advocacy.

Further Reflections on Promoting Inclusive and Sustainable 
Enterprises
Lany then facilitated a discussion on what further recommendations can be 
made for promoting inclusive and sustainable enterprises in the region. The 
following were the recommendations given:

•	 National level:

•	 Strengthen cooperatives through leadership trainings, 
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business planning, training on how to improve our product, 
etc. 

•	 Adopt and apply the enterprise assessment and planning 
tool together with other related tools e.g. Agriterra health 
check, coop tool etc.

•	 Maximize corporate social responsibility of local corporations 
to support agri-enterprises e.g. south korea experience

•	 Develop strong partnership with different partners – 
government, business, academe; promote “win-win” 
approach in agri-enterprise

•	 Regional level:

•	 Advocate for ASEAN Agricultural bank and continue 
advocacy for farmers’ advisory council (AFAC); 

•	 Join campaigns against free trade agreements e.g. TPP; 
•	 Regional learning exchange visit on sustainable enterprise
•	 Promote the enterprise assessment and planning tool to 

assess PPP projects

•	 Give more information to members on PPP/WEF, etc.

Parallel Session 1b - Land Rights with Gender Lens

Esther introduced the three topics that will be covered in this session: first, 
the use of the Gender Evaluation Criteria (GEC) in assessing land policies 
or regulations, second, the AFA proposal on the popularization of the 
Voluntary guidelines for responsible tenure of lands, fisheries, forests in the 
context of national food security or commonly called VGGT, and third, the 
proposal for AFA to be involved in the Land Matrix Project. 

Topic 1: Use of the Gender Evaluation Criteria in Assessing Land 
Tools 

Michael Kiyarlin from AFFM, Myanmar  
Michael shared some pictures and stories on the three township 
consultations that the AFFM held as part of this project. 
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We held consultations in three townships  (Daik-wu, Khayan and Khamu), 
involving from 30-60 participants, at least a third of them women, 
representing the villages in the township. We assessed two laws : Farmland 
Law and Vacant, Fallow and Virgin Land Management Law. Previous to 
these consultations, we held para-legal training which were some sort of 
orientations sessions on these two laws. 

The GEC has 6 criteria and 22 questions, and we used only 11 questions 
from criterias 1, 4, and 5 on participation, social and cultural impact and 
economic impact, and scale and sustainability impact. 

From the consultations we concluded that the laws do not differentiate nor 
disaggregate farmers in terms of gender, thus, maybe reinforcing existing 
traditional practice of giving more land rights to men farmers over women 
farmers who devote at least 60 percent of farmwork (seedlings preparation, 
planting, weeding, fertilizer/pesticide application,  harvesting); that 
Implementation, such as village-level information dissemination  on the 
laws,	include	mostly	men	farmers	and	that	the	law	was	benefitting	more	
men farmers than women farmers. 

Jagat Deuja for NLRF, Nepal 
Jagat shared the use of the GEC scorecard during the validation workshop 
in Myanmar. 

The scorecard offers a simple way of validating the results of a gender 
evaluation of a land tool in an objective way by rating its impact on women 
and men based on the relevant criteria. Every criteria will be rated from 1 
to 5 where, 1 is equivalent to no gender responsiveness (very poor); 2 is 
equivalent to little gender responsiveness (poor); 3 is equivalent to gender 
responsive but with problems (fair);4 is equivalent to good response to 
gender (good) ; and 5 is equivalent to tool equally meets women’s and 
men’s needs (Very good). The scorecard is not meant to be a judgment, but 
rather a constructive appraisal which is important for further improvement. 

The validation exercise in Myanmar was attended by 13 persons from 
AFFM and MyanDHRRA. After presenting the synthesis of the township 
consultations, each participant was asked to give a score to each 
criteria. The over-all score was 33.75 – which was a rating of “Very 
Poor”. This meant that the two land laws had very poor rating on gender 
responsiveness to the participants of the validation exercise. 
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For Nepal, we are planning to apply the GEC in assessing the 13 point 
action plan on land reform by the Government. It was good that we have 
experienced the application of GEC in Myanmar, so now we know how to 
use it in Nepal. 

Rene Cerilla of Pakisama shared that his organization plans to use GEC in 
the assessment of the Comprehensive agrarian reform law extension with 
reforms (CARPer). As his colleague Soc Banzuela was also part of the team 
that went to Myanmar to apply the GEC together with Michael and Jagat, he 
is expecting that Soc will be able to facilitate the process in the Philippines. 

Reflections on the Use of the GEC 
The following comments and recommendations were forwarded by the 
participants of the workshop: 

•	 The GEC is useful, timely and relevant for use. However, it 
should be made simpler and friendlier for farmers, and should be 
adapted to certain country contexts. 

•	 The	following	action	points	were	identified:

•	 Training in GEC
•	 Make AFA level GEC so that GEC can be more simple, easy 

to use by AFA members.
•	 Document good practice in using and promoting land rights.
•	 The simpler, more farmer-friendly GEC will be translated in 

members’ language.

Topic 2: VGGT
Esther made a brief presentation on the VGGT.

The VGGT is the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance 
of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food 
Security. It was approved by the member governments of the Committee 
on World Food Security, after a series of deliberations and multi-stakeholder 
consultations over a span of two years. Many of the CSOs believed that the 
VGGT contains many good provisions that help secure the rights of small 
scale	farmers/producers	over	their	natural	resources	–	land,	fisheries,	
forests. However , the guidelines are only voluntary in nature. 
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During the AFA execom orientation on the VGGT last May 2013 in Manila, 
we all said that there must be better understanding among farmers and 
the government about the VGGT. Thus during the ILC-Asia meeting in 
November 2013, the secretariat proposed that the popularization of the 
VGGT be undertaken in selected countries. The activities that can be 
covered in this project will be a comparative analysis of the existing land 
laws and the VGGT provisions, a regional sharing session on how VGGT is 
being popularized or implemented, a joint FO-NGO-GO action plan on how 
to promote the VGGT, and an issue paper on popularizing the VGGT. 

Reflections on the VGGT proposal 
Esther then asked the workshop participants for their comments and action 
points. The following comments were raised:

•	 VGGT project relevant timely.

•	 It can serve as a follow -up to our previous activities ( e.g. in 
Kyrgyzstan)

•	 We can think of using the mandate from FAO to initiate national 
IYFF committee to complete VGGT work.

Topic 3: Land Matrix

Jun for AFA secretariat 
Jun gave a powerpoint presentation (See Annex: Land Matrix Presentation). 
He also showed a two minute presentation(See Annex: Video on Land 
Matrix). He gave an overview of the LM, why it is relevant for AFA, what 
AFA’s role will be as regional partner, and what benefits it can have for 
members.

AFA has submitted a project proposal to ILC regarding the Land Matrix, 
an independent land monitoring initiative promoting transparency and 
accountability in decisions over land investment. It was realized early on 
that there’s really no reliable data on how much land investments are going 
on, where, by whom. So the rationale for the Land Matrix is to provide 
this data. And it is open to everyone. Anyone should be able to use this 
database for their own purposes, whether for advocacy, for monitoring, for 
proposing policies. And anyone should be able to contribute to this. 

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/02c land matrix.pptx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XHUuTaZR17o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XHUuTaZR17o
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It’s actually an online database with very useful information on land deals. 
For example here, it shows you quickly how many hectares of land all over 
the world have been subjected to large scale land acquisitions. It’s 35 
million at the moment. It gives the number of land deals, broken down into 
concluded, intended and failed. 

One very strong feature of this database is it gives you visual 
representation of all these data like graphs and maps. It shows you where 
in the world are these land deals being made and the drivers, whether 
it’s for biofuels plantationor food production for example. The data can be 
presented by country, region, by type of investments. The sources of data 
can be media reports, researches, company and government websites. But 
also it can come from anyone using the the crowdsourcing tool.

In the past, the LM is centralized in Europe. It is maintained by a 
partnership of ILC, CIRADn CDE, GIZ and GIGA. Now they want it to be 
decentralized so they are looking for partners in each continent. So they 
sent out a call for proposals for those who want to be regional partners in 
Asia, Latin America, and Africa. Because AFA is active in the land issue, we 
were approached by ILC, because I think they recognize that AFA has a 
good network among its members and partners. 

Participants’ Reflections on the Land Matrix
Esther then asked for comments and insights and action points. The 
following comments were raised:

•	 The Land Matrix is interesting, useful and relevant, but we need 
to study further, because our government is sensitive.

•	 It can be linked with local campaigns and advocacies on agrarian 
reform and land rights.

•	 Jun will attend trainings on the Land Matrix. Then, Jun to give 
more information about land matrix after the training. Then Jun 
gets more feedback from the members. Then make concrete 
Action Plan. 
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Session 2: Initiatives on Engaging in Agriculture Development 
Programs 

Introduction to the Session 
Due to lack of time, this session was done in plenary instead of the planned 
break out groups. Esther facilitated the session, saying that in this session, 
two programs will be tackled, MTCP2 and GAFSP. AFA members shared 
updates on their involvement in the Global Agriculture and Food Security 
Program (GAFSP) and the Medium Term Cooperation Programme with 
Farmers’ Organisations in Asia and the Pacific, Phase II (MTCP2)  in their 
countries.

MTCP2 aims to strengthen the capacities of farmers organizations in 
Asia	and	the	Pacific	to	deliver	better,	improved	and	inclusive	services	to	
their members and to engage in effective dialogues with governments. 
GAFSP, on the other hand, is  is a multilateral mechanism to assist in 
the implementation of pledges made by G20 countries with the aim of 
improving the incomes and food and nutrition security in low-income 
countries by boosting agricultural productivity. 
 
One of the gains in GAFSP is the inclusion of CSO representatives in the 
steering committee. The challenge is how to help FOs catch up with the 
program.	There	are	also	problems	and	difficulties	in	FO	participation	in	the	
program.

In MTCP, the major gain is that the FOs are taking the lead in the 
implementation of the project. AFA members are actively taking part in the 
project and are reaching out to more FOs to be involved.

In this session we want to know the current status of involvment of 
AFA	members	in	these	projects/processes,	as	well	as	their	reflections,	
challenges and recommendations. 

Topic 1: MTCP2 
Jun showed a video on MTCP2 (See Annex: Video on MTCP2) 

HA for VNFU (See Annex: VNFU Presentation):
VNFU is part of the steering committee and is the national implementing 
agency of MTCP2 in Vietnam. Its role includes coordinationg FOs at all 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4lOOvP6RQ20
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/03 VNFU Presentation on MTCP2 (Vietnam).ppt
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levels and engaging FAO and IFAD. Its activities include institutional 
strengthening, operational strengthening, participation in policy process, 
development of services, and KM. The assessment is that MTCP2 is a good 
follow up to MTCP1 and is meaningful to FOs. However, we recommend 
more involvement of FOs in IFAD at country level, more capacity building 
for FOs and more pilot models on market access and ecollective economic 
forms, etc.

Topic 2: GAFSP
Jun played two videos featuring the AFA’s report as CSO Asia 
representative to the GAFSP (See Annex: Video on GAFSP) then Kumushai 
gave a presentation on UWUA’s experience in GAFSP involvement 

Kumushai for UWUA (See Annex: Presentation from UWUA): 
In the GAFSP project in Kyrgyztan, $37.0 million is allocated to fund an 
Agriculture Productivity and Nutrition Improvement Project (APNIP) to 
rehabilitate irrigation and drainage systems, build the capacity of water 
user associations (WUAs), and provide agricultural extension services. 
The project aims to increase agricultural productivity and food security 
of rural households in selected areas nationwide. It has the following 
components: (1) Rehabilitation and modernization of physical irrigation and 
drainage (I&D) infrastructure; (2) Institutional development and capacity 
building; (3) Agricultural advisory services; (4) Scaling-up Nutrition 
interventions and social protection; and (5) Project management. It will 
benefit	48,000	smallholder	farmers,	i.e.	216,000	individuals,	including	
20% women-led households. The project has been approved and will be 
implemented in 2015. UWUA was involved in project design and project 
proposal promotion, peer review of the project proposal documentations, 
and	lobbying	for	Parliament	project	ratification.	There	are	issues	and	
needs	identified	such	as	low	awareness	and	technical	capacity	of	UWUA	at	
national and local levels.

Comments/Reflections from Participants 

Marek/CSA: The CSO representatives were included in the Steering 
Committee of GAFSP as a result of the criticism from many CSOs.  But 
there is a need to help FOs to catch up with the programs. Agricord is 
supporting AFA on how to do that. During the sharing session in Cambodia, 
Cissoko commented that the video gives the impression that everything is 
okay.	It	is	important	to	show	also	all	the	problems	and	difficulties.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ks3mZRO36co
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/04 UWUA Presentation on GAFSP (Kyrgyzstan).pptx
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Alauddin/KKM: We are involved in the capacity building activities of FAO 
under its Technical Assistance component but FOs not yet represented in 
the national steering committee. 

Indra/NAMAC: NAMAC is stated in the project document as the 
representative in the Steering Committee , but the GAFSP project is not yet 
being implemented and no meeting has taken place yet. 

Som/NLRF: NLRF is not included in the farmers’ group that is dealing with 
GAFSP. Only farmers’ organizations that are aligned with political parties 
are participating until now. 

Recommendations on Maximizing MTCP2 and GAFSP 
Esther then asked participants to write their recommendations on how to 
maximize engagements with GAFSP and MTCP2. In the blue card, how do 
you maximize your current GAFSP and MTCP2 processes so that you can 
engage in agri development programs?  In the yellow card, what support 
do you further need to have that capacity to engage in agri development 
programs? The following were the results:

BLUE CARD: How do you maximize your current GAFSP and MTCP2 
processes so that you can engage in agri development programs?  

•	 Open	dialogue	between	FOs	and	govt	partners	and	conduct	field	
visits to disseminate information about GAFSP and MTCP2

•	 Use GAFSP and MTCP2 farmers to know
•	 Need follow up programs
•	 Planning,	recommending	on	addressing	difficulties	creatively
•	 Strengthening networks and our involvement
•	 Recommend each member for this program in each country
•	 Involve more farmers in MTCP2, esp those working with small 

farmers

YELLOW CARD: What support do you further need to have that capacity to 
engage in agri development programs?

•	 Joint meetings at country level among implementing orgs and AFA 
members

•	 Support to linkage with implementing orgs
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•	 Support to develop proposal
•	 Fund and technical assistance
•	 Financial support for dialogue with gov, esp for elections in  2015 

(Myanmar)
•	 Speed up project implementation – not started in Mongolia
•	 Advocacy capacity for successful models to show
•	 Form implementation committee to help popularize program 

support – implement, tech, economic support; also for meetings 
and workshops

•	 Increase agri advisory services
•	 Pro-farmer/peasant budget
•	 Institutional capacity bldg for FOs
•	 Soft loans, low interest rates + irrigation, policy support

Session 3: Initiatives and Action on Agriculture Research for 
Development

Esther facilitated the session and informed the plenary of the four 
presentations to be made for this session:

•	 FNN - presentation on what it is doing with the PROLINNOVA in 
promoting local innovation as a way of doing agriculture research 
for farmers

•	 APAARI – possible cooperation
•	 GFAR – global processes on agri research and development to be 

more farmer-directed and get more ideas from farmers
•	 WRF presentation on IYFF – situating what AFA is doing in the 

global IYFF

The Prolinnova Experience 

SOPHEAP for FNN (See Annex: FNN Presentation):
FNN shared its experience with the learning network PROLINNOVA (which 
stands for Promoting Local Innovation in ecologically-oriented agriculture 
and NRM) in promoting local innovation as a way of doing agriculture 
research for farmers. FNN farmers were chosen and their experimentation 
in the field on growing of organic rice was documented. An open forum 
followed after the presentation. 

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/05 FNN Presentation on Prolinnova (Cambodia).ppt
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The following questions and comments were raised:

Q: Can you give more examples on nature friendly farming?
A: Agro-ecological agriculture – organic rice, vegetable, ecological 
husbandry; bio digester – producing organic fertilizers and organic 
compost; producing energy for cooking and lighting; helps reduce 
cutting down of trees; encourages planting of trees 

Q: How is FNN involved? 
A: Selected experimenting farmers are FNN members, in close 
coordination with CEDAC (NGO supporting FNN). Experimentation was 
on growing of organic rice – from planting to harvest ing – and this 
was	properly	documented	from	the	field/farmer	level.		

APAARI 

Dr. Bhag Mal, Consultant (See Annex: 
Presentation from APAARI):
Dr. Bhag Mal presented APAARI’s initiatives 
such as different projects in AR4D and various 
fora supported by GFAR. As a reciprocal 
member of APAARI, AFA can influence their 
directions and activities and maximize the 

space provided for farmers. AFA members will look at possible cooperation 
with APAARI.

Esther then asked for comments and questions. The following questions 
and comments were raised:

Q: Relation of APAARI and AFA?
A: AFA is member of the Execom of APAARI?

Q: Is there an EU project on research for farmers in Asia?
A: Not much support from EU, but from members, etc.

Q: What is the situation of young farmers in India?
A: The situation of India’s young farmers are similar to other 
countries:	farming	conditions	difficult,	income	is	low,	facilities	lacking;	
youth moving to urban areas. Young farmers interested, but advanced 
technologies needed.

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/06 APAARI Presentation.pptx
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/06 APAARI Presentation.pptx
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Q: Government support for youth/agri?
A: advocacy for programs that are youth oriented is needed. 

The following action point was raised: 

AFA	is	a	member	of	the	Execom	of	APAARI.	We	can	influence	its	direction	
and activities; so we must discuss how to maximize space. We can create 
a working group on international relations which can discuss this matter 
among others. 

GFAR

Thomas Price, Senior Officer (See Annex: Presentation from GFAR):
Thomas Price shared the global processes on agriculture research and 
development and the efforts to make agriculture research and development 
more farmer-directed and to bring in more ideas from farmers.Thomas 
recognizes that AFA members would like the research community to know 
about the work of farmers as researchers such as that on making the soil 
more fertile without the use of chemicals. AFA would also like GFAR to 
help recognize and spread farmers’ research through documentation. AFA 
would also like to influence the reform process at GFAR by influencing 
governments to involve more farmers in decision making at national and 
regional levels.

Esther then asked for comments and questions. The following questions 
and comments were raised:

C: Farmers as researchers - E.g. Making soil more fertile without 
chemicals – would like to make research community to know that 
farmers are researchers too. 

Q: How to Recognize and spread farmers’ research?
A: There is a need to have a clearing house for networking and 
innovation – documenting researches of farmers. 

Q: Who	is	handiling	the	Farmers	field	schools?
A: FAO and other partners such as NGOs, government extension 
agencies.

http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/07 GFAR Presentation.pptx
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Q: How many are like APAARI in the GFAR? How is reform happening 
at	national	level?	How	is	GFAR	influencing	governments	to	involve	
more farmers? In MTCP2, agri research in Laos was focal point – impt 
role of agri research insti nationally. 
A: It is easy to use farmers as air fresheners/tokens, without 
real roles in decision making. Farmers have to be involved at all 
levels of programs. There are other models/mechanisms/examples 
where farmers are involved. AT FARA, which is the regional fora for 
agriculture research in Africa, there is a strong farmer representative 
at its governance body. In Asia, with APAARI, just like FARA, it has 
a farmer representative through AFA in its governance body. At the 
national level, there are divisions or debates among governments on 
who to support – whether the big or small farmers. This is a political 
process where GFAR, through its members, can provide support. 

IYFF

Auxtin Ortiz and Jose Osaba, WRF:
Auxtin and Jose played a video (See Annex: Video on IYFF) and gave a 
presentation (See Annex: Presentation on IYFF). 

Their presentation situated AFA’s work in the global IYFF campaign, while 
giving examples of various national IYFF initiatives in different continents. 
They recognized that AFA members also resolved to take part in national 
committees in their respective countries. PAKISAMA, for example, is part of 
the IYFF committee in the Philippines, and has chosen the recovery of the 
71 billion peso coco levy fund as their priority issue. They have also done a 
national consultation among their youth members and have come out with 
a policy proposal on the magna carta for young farmers.

Esther then asked for comments and suggestions. The following questions 
and comments were raised:

C: PAKISAMA is part of the national IYFF committee in Phils, which 
is	officially	convened	by	the	departments	of	Agriculture	and	Agrarian	
Reform. The CSO held a consultation last March 2013, and during this 
consultation, we drafted an IYFF peasant declaration. We in Pakisama 
are planning to highlight the issue of the coconut levy recovery 
campaign during this IYFF. We will hold a big, long, 3-month march, to 
ask the government to recover Php71B of the coconut ley funds. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBtfoozgpH0
http://www.asianfarmers.org/afagas/6thafaga/Papers&Presentations/may8iyffagenda/08 WRF Presentation on IYFF.ppt
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As part also of IYFF, we held consultation among young farmers, and 
one of the policy recommendations was to push for a magna carta 
for young farmers. We are looking for possibilities to have national 
consultations among women farmers as part of our IYFF celebration. 

Closing

Esther closed the session by thanking all participants, presenters and 
guest speakers. In behalf of AFA, tokens of appreciation from Korea were 
presented to Jose Osaba and Auxtin Ortiz of WRF, who were leaving early. 
She reminded everyone that the results of the regional consultations on 
May 6 and May 8 will be taken up again during the business proper of the 
General Assembly on May 9.


